
2019 
End of Year Report.



A Leg To Stand On

A Leg To Stand On 

401 Park Ave South 

10th Floor 

New York, NY 

10016

212.683.8805 

info@altso.org

@alegtostandon 

https://www.altso.org

Contact | 01



We provide free, life-changing, prosthetic limbs, orthotic braces, and 

DSSURSULDWHO\�ȴWWHG�ZKHHOFKDLUV��WR�FKLOGUHQ�OLYLQJ�ZLWK�OLPE�GLVDELOLWLHV 

in the developing world.

2XU�PLVVLRQ�LV�WR�RHU�RXU�SDWLHQWV��DND�&RRO.LGV��WKH�SK\VLFDO�FDSDELOLWLHV�
needed to access the opportunities and self-esteem earned through mobility, 

LQFOXGLQJ�HGXFDWLRQ��JDLQIXO�HPSOR\PHQW��DQG�WKH�WRROV�WR�OLYH�VHOI�VXɝFLHQWO\�

On behalf of the 18,000+ CoolKids served so far, 
and those who still wait, thank you.
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72%
RI�RXU�&RRO.LG�IDPLOLHV 

earn less than $3 per day

RI�RXU�&RRO.LGV�WUDYHO�EHWZHHQ 

1 and 3 miles to attend school

patients 
treated to date 
since 2003

countries

Afghanistan 

Bangladesh 

&DPERGLD 

India 

Indonesia

Laos 

Nepal 

Pakistan 

Somaliland 

Uganda programs
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Growing Up ALTSO refers to our 

commitment to free continual care for 

RXU�&RRO.LGV�DV�WKH\�JURZ�WKURXJK�WKH�
age of 21.

This commitment is imperative to  

KHOSLQJ�RXU�&RRO.LGV�PDLQWDLQ� 
and improve their mobility - and  

DOO�WKH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WKDW�RHUV�� 
But Growing Up ALTSO is also so 

much more. 

:KHQ�D�&RRO.LG�OLNH�6H\KD�LV�DEOH�
to consider new possibilities, 

opportunities and dreams that 

she never could have before 

- that’s Growing Up ALTSO.

:KHQ�D�&RRO.LG�OLNH�6H\KD�ZKR�QHYHU�
received an education, only to begin 

walking to school everyday and 

become the top student in her class 

- that’s Growing Up ALTSO.

S E Y H A  F R O M  A G E  6  T O  1 9 .  R E A D  S E Y H A ' S  F U L L  S T O R Y  O N  P A G E  6 .
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In 2019, packaging was created for our Joshi modular prosthetic limbs by Stuart Harvey Lee and his team 

DW�3ULPH�6WXGLR�ΖQF����D�3URGXFW���%UDQG�GHVLJQ�FRQVXOWDQF\�EDVHG�LQ�WKH�KHDUW�RI�1HZ�<RUN�&LW\��2YHU�WKH�
course of six months, we worked closely with Prime Studio to design cost effective, recyclable, custom made 

packaging to help streamline our distribution strategy  in order to efficiently reach more users in need 

around the world. This initiative enabled us to ship our Jos hi modular prosthetic limbs as individual kits for 

new patients and in bulk for existing patients. As a result, we were able to decrease its shipping costs and 

supply its partners with more product in each order. 

The Joshi (pronounced joe she), 

our high-quality, universal modular 

prosthetic lower limb system designed 

VSHFLȴFDOO\�IRU�XVH�LQ�WKH�GHYHORSLQJ�
world, made huge strides in 2019.

We are continually checking up with 

RXU�&RRO.LGV�DQG�SURJUDP�SDUWQHUV�WR�
receive feedback on the Joshi. Working 

with our manufacturing partner in 

Gujarat India, numerous adjustments 

were made to the overall design to 

increase the quality, usability, and 

longevity - making the Joshi even 

better than ever. 

Check out what 
we’ve been up to: 

• Worked with Prime Studios 

to create customized 

packaging to improve 

distribution and inventory 

(more below!)

• Improved our modular 

adapters to better fit users 

in the developing world

• Introduced stainless steel 

screws and bolts for all 

components

• Brought manufacturing 

in-house for all modular 

components, including 

knee joints

• Improved external coating 

of Joshi components to 

better withstand scratches 

and corrosion

Special thanks
to Prime Studio for their pro-bono support to ALTSO.
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We met Sulistyo when he was only 

6 years old in Indonesia. Now, at the 

age of 20, he has been Growing Up 

ALTSO for more than 13 years. 

6RRQ�DIWHU�UHFHLYLQJ�KLV�ȴUVW�
treatment, Sulistyo was able to 

start attending school. In 2017, he 

graduated with honors. It wasn’t 

long after that he received a full 

scholarship to a technical university.

Sulistyo can’t wait to complete 

his education and become a web 

developer.

That’s #GrowingUpALTSO

Sulistyo 
Indonesia 
20
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According to World Health Organization (WHO), 70 million people worldwide 

are in need of wheelchairs. In the developing world, people often rely on 

hospital-style wheelchairs - designed for temporary use.

For wheelchair users, who spend a minimum of 8 - 10 hours in their chair 

HDFK�GD\��D�SURSHUO\�ȴWWLQJ�ZKHHOFKDLU�LV�HVVHQWLDO�WR�DYRLGLQJ�VHFRQGDU\ 

health complications, not to mention increased quality of life.

7R�SURYLGH�KLJK�TXDOLW\��DSSURSULDWH�ȴWWHG�ZKHHOFKDLUV�IRU�RXU�&RRO.LGV��ZH�
EHJDQ�SDUWQHULQJ�ZLWK�&RQVROLGDWLQJ�/RJLVWLFV�IRU�$VVLVWLYH�7HFKQRORJ\�6XSSO\�
DQG�3URYLVLRQ��&/$63����D�86$Ζ'�IXQGHG�SURMHFW�LPSOHPHQWHG�E\�8&3�:KHHOV 

for Humanity.

6LQFH�������ZH�KDYH�SURYLGHG�����KLJK�TXDOLW\��DSSURSULDWHO\�ȴWWHG�ZKHHOFKDLUV�
WR�RXU�SDUWQHUV�LQ�$IJKDQLVWDQ��1HSDO�DQG�6RPDOLODQG���JLYLQJ�HDFK�&RRO.LG�
WKH�FRPIRUW�DQG�DGMXVWDELOLW\�WR�ȴW�WKHLU�LQGLYLGXDO�QHHGV��2XU�&RRO.LGV�QRZ�
have access to adjustable wheelchairs suited for their individual needs and the 

environments in which they live.

Sixteen year-old Asha received a 

rough terrain wheelchair with a 

clip-on tricycle - most suited for 

the sandy terrain of Somaliland.
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In 2011, we met Seyha, a timid 9 year 

old who was self-conscious about 

her appearance and speaking skills. 

:H�ȴWWHG�KHU�ZLWK�KHU�ȴUVW�SURVWKHWLF�
limb, and committed to covering her 

treatment through the age of 21. 

Thanks to your support, Seyha is now 

FRQȴGHQW�LQ�KHU�RZQ�VNLQ��GULYHQ��
and at the top of her class with an 

ambition to one day become a medical 

doctor. 

Seyha meets with our Director of 

Programs, A.J., when he makes site-

visits to Indonesia, and has been 

providing crucial feedback on the Joshi 

and treatment process for 

many years. 

That’s #GrowingUpALTSO

Seyha 
Cambodia 
18
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In 2019, we began shipping 

high-quality, orthopedic-grade 

polypropylene sheets from global 

manufacturers to our partners 

around the world. These sheets are 

XVHG�WR�FUHDWH�FXVWRP�ȴW�RUWKRWLF�
GHYLFHV�WKDW�RXU�&RRO.LGV�QHHG�WR�
DFFRPPRGDWH�WKHLU�VSHFLȴF�PRELOLW\�
needs. The materials are durable, 

best suited for the terrain in which 

our patients live, and recyclable.

Many patients of ours are in need 

of long-term corrective devices that, 

over time, properly align, correct 

the position, support, stabilize, and 

protect certain parts of the body. 

The polypropylene sheets are used 

to make such devices, providing the 

medically necessary assistance needed 

to decrease discomfort and increase 

mobility and independence.

Orthotics | Year in Review | 09



Mission

Board of Directors of Annual Report

Financials at a glance

About Us |  10

Financials




